
 
 
 

  

REPORT TO: 
 

Overview & Scrutiny - Children’s Services 
Cabinet Member – Children’s Services 
 

DATE: 
 

30th November 2010 
7th December 2010 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

2010 Annual Unannounced Inspection of Contact, Referral 
and Assessment Arrangements within Sefton’s Children’s 
Service 
 

WARDS 
AFFECTED: 
 

All 

REPORT OF: 
 

Peter Morgan Strategic Director – Children, Schools & 
Families 
 

CONTACT 
OFFICER: 
 

Peter Morgan Strategic Director – Children, Schools & 
Families 
 

EXEMPT/ 
CONFIDENTIAL: 
 
 

 
No 

PURPOSE/SUMMARY: To provide the Committee with the outcome letter from 
Ofsted in relation to 2010 Annual Unannounced Inspection of Contact, Referral 
and Assessment Arrangements within Sefton’s Children’s Service. 
 
 
 

REASON WHY DECISION REQUIRED: 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION(S): To note the contents of the letter and to request that the 
Safeguarding, Early Intervention and Prevention Director to finalise and implement 
the action plan to address urgently the areas of development set out in the letter. 
 
 

 
KEY DECISION: 
 

 
No 

FORWARD PLAN: 
 

Not appropriate  

IMPLEMENTATION DATE: 
 

Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the 
Minutes of the meeting. 

 



 
 
 

  

 

 
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS: 
 
 

 
IMPLICATIONS: 
 

 
 
 

Budget/Policy Framework: 
 
 

N/A 

Financial:   N/A 
 
 

 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

2009 
2010 
£ 

2010/ 
2011 
£ 

2011/ 
2012 
£ 

2012/ 
2013 
£ 

Gross Increase in Capital Expenditure     

Funded by:     

Sefton Capital Resources      

Specific Capital Resources     

REVENUE IMPLICATIONS     

Gross Increase in Revenue Expenditure     

Funded by:     

Sefton funded Resources      

Funded from External Resources     

Does the External Funding have an expiry date? Y/N When? 

How will the service be funded post expiry?  

 
Legal: 
 
 

N/A 

Risk Assessment: 
 
 

N/A 

Asset Management: 
 
 

N/A 

CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN/VIEWS 
 
 



 
 
 

  

CORPORATE OBJECTIVE MONITORING: 
 

Corporate 
Objective 

 Positive 
Impact 

Neutral 
Impact 

Negative  
Impact 

1 Creating a Learning Community  ü  

2 Creating Safe Communities ü   

3 Jobs and Prosperity  ü  

4 Improving Health and Well-Being ü   

5 Environmental Sustainability  ü  

6 Creating Inclusive Communities ü   

7 Improving the Quality of Council 
Services and Strengthening local 
Democracy 

 ü  

8 Children and Young People 
 

ü   

 
 

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS RELIED UPON IN THE PREPARATION OF 
THIS REPORT 

 
Background:   
 

 Members will recall that Sefton had its first annual unannounced inspection of 
contact, referral and assessment arrangements in 2009. This second 
unannounced inspection took place on 19 and 20 October 2010 and in 
conducting the inspection, inspectors considered a range of evidence including:  

• Electronic case records 

• Supervision files and notes 

• Observation of social workers and senior practitioners undertaking 
referral and assessment duties 

• Other information provided by staff and managers 

• Interviews with a range of staff including managers, social workers, 
other practitioners and administrative staff. 

 
The inspection outcome letter attached sets out the features of the service in 
respect of: 

• Strengths 

• Areas of practice meeting requirements 

• Areas of development  

• The letter indicates that there are no priority actions (areas of serious 
safeguarding concerns for Sefton) 

 



 
 
 

  

With regard to the areas of development a draft action plan has been produced, 
involving partners and will be finalised after consultation and scrutiny by Sefton’s 
Local Safeguarding Childrens Board. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  



 
 
 

  



 
 
 

  

 


